: Maps of daily total AOD at 550 nm from MODIS and corresponding 24-hour forecast of models MetUM (second column), ECMWF/MACC (third column), NMMB/BSC-DUST (fourth column), BSC-DREAM8b (fifth column) and DREAM8-NMME (sixth column) for each day between the 4 th and 11 th of April 2011. Black lines indicate the overpass trajectories of CALIPSO. Profiles of CALIOP Vertical Feature Mask product (left panels) and total extinction coefficient at 532 nm (right panels) for 5th April at 2:41UTC (first row) and 7th April at 13:09UTC (second row). Central panels correspond to total extinction coefficient at 532 nm above sea level and right panel correspond to total extinction coefficient at 532 nm above surface level. 
